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IN THE CLAIMS 
IMcasc amend ihe Claims as follows. 
I . (Canceled) 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A stent delivery system, the system comprising: 

2 a) ati inner shaft having a length from a proximal end aftd to a distal end; 

3 b) an outer shaft moveable with respect to the inner shaft, the outer shaft having a 

4 proximal end and a distal end; 

5 c) a stent receiving area on the inner shaft adjacent the inner shaft distal end; 

6 d) a tip mounted on the inner shaft distal end; 

7 c) means coupled to the inner shaft and outer shaft for manipulating the outer shaft with 

8 respect to the inner shaft; 

9 0 a stent positioned in the stent receiving area; and 

10 g) a spacer assembly disposed between the inner shaft and the outer shaft, said spacer 

1 1 assembly including a channel space r, extending coaxially alon^ and in contact with a portion of 

1 2 the. 1 cngt]i.o f sai d inner s haft hav in g a plurality of channels spaced about a circumfe rence said 

1 3 inner s haft a nd channel s pacer combination, wherein said spacer assembly supports said inner 

14 shaft with respect to said outer shaft by eliminating slack when said outer shaft is moved with 

1 5 respect to said inner shaft. 

1 3. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the channel 

2 spacer defines a plurality of channels extending along a length of a lumen defined between the 

3 outer shaft and the inner shaft. 

1 6. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 and further comprising 

2 a radiopaque marker on the inner shaft approximate the stent receiving area. 

1 7. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 and further comprising 

2 a coupling member and a valve relief on said outer shaft, the coupling member selectively 

3 coupling the valve relief to the outer shaft. 
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1 8. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the means 

2 coupled to the outer shaft and inner shaft comprises a handle with a reciprocating knob coupled 

3 to the outer shaft whereby the outer shaft is moved with respect to the movement of the knob. 

1 9. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the means 

2 coupled to the outer shaft and inner shaft includes a moveable knob coupled to the inner shaft for 

3 moving the inner shaft longitudinally with respect to the outer shaft. 

I 

2 1 0. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the tip has a 

3 proximal end and a distal end and the tip is tapered towards its distal end 

1 11. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the stent 

2 receiving area has a stent stop. 

1 12. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein a stent stop 

2 comprises a radiopaque marker. 

1 13. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 and further comprising 

2 a radiopaque marker on the distal end of the outer shaft. 

1 1 4. (Previously Amended) The stent delivery system of claim 2 wherein the stent has a 

2 plurality of segments in a first radial position and a plurality of second segments in a second 

3 radial position when in an uncxpanded configuration. 

15-19. (canceled) 

1 20. (Currently Amended) A stent delivery system, the system comprising: 

2 a) an inner shaft having a proximal end and a distal end; 

3 b) an outer shaft moveable with respect to the inner shaft, the outer shaft having a 

09/60 1 ,650 Page 3 of 6 Amend in Rcsp to 12/1 9/03 OA 

4/7 " RCVD AT 2/ 19/20 04 9:24:13 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PT -EFXRF-2/0 * DM18:7468000 * CS ID: 54 35420 - DURATION (mm-ss):03-18 



FEB- 19-2004 THU 06:34 PM AVE IP LEGAL FAX NO. 5435420 P. 05 



4 proximal end and a dislal end; 

5 c) a slenl receiving area on Ihe inner shaft adjacent the inner shaft distal end; 

6 d) a tip mounted on the inner shaft distal end; 

7 e) a knob of a handle coupled to the inner shaft and a housing of said handle coupled lo 

8 said outer shaft wherein relative motion of said knob with respect to said housing in a slot in said 

9 housing causes motion of the outer shaft with respect to the inner shaft; 

1 0 wherein said knob is rot alably mo v eable with respect to said handle, when said kn ob is moveable 

1 1 in .a transverse sl ot, said knob cannot move in a longitudinal slot of said handle, su ch that sa id 

1 2 knob niust J>e rotated fr om a locke d position in said transverse slot positioned to prevent 

1 3 unintended initial depl oyment of a stent positioned at said stent receiving area of said inner shnfl, 

14 ami 

21. -24. (Cancelled) 
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